Floor Joist Span Chart: Safe Spacing and Sizing Guide

Planning a new floor or repairing an old one? This chart helps you figure out the maximum safe span for common Southern Pine No. 2 floor joists. It's built for
typical residential loads, so you can plan your floor framing with confidence and avoid bouncy floors.

JOIST SIZE (NOMINAL) SPACING (ON CENTER) MAXIMUM SPAN (FT-IN)
2x6 12" 0C 10'-0"
2x6 16" OC 8'-10"
2x6 24" 0C 7-3"
2x8 12" OC 13'-0"
2x8 16" OC 11'-6"
2x8 24" 0C 9'-6"
2x10 12" OC 16'-0"
2x10 16" OC 14'-2"
2x10 24" 0C 11'-8"
2x12 12" OC 18'-10"
2x12 16" OC 16'-10"
2x12 24" 0C 13'-10"
12 rows
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